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SAvwapsup fall with newoutlook
By Rosemell
Opee
Stoff Wriier
Student Association has had
its shareof ups and downs. From
inexpert Board of Justice candidatesto a resignation,
SA hashad
its hands full this semester,but
they ended with some real
accomplishments.
With about 16 meetingsheld
this fall. SA had a mindset of
changespearheaded
by President
Lou Martinson.Startingwith the
situation carried on from last
semester.the Board of Justice
candidates.Barbara Hamlett and
Juan Lopez were appointed by
outgoing PresidentScott Cunha.
subjectto SA's approval.
According to former BOJ
Chief Jacob Wagner, "[Hamlett
and Lopezl have been on council
for quite some time and know the
rules very well ... instead, they
ignored and violated both SA
rules and state laq" referring to
the illegal BOJ meeting they
held.The boardthen unanimousl y deniedt heirc an d i d a c i e s .

whose goal was "to improve the
successrateespeciallyfor [minorityl students, [eliminating] the
achievementgap."
These student leaders came
together to have intellectual
debatesfocusingon studentissues
that include rising textbookcosts.
change to Title 5 regulations
(laws goveming students).student representationf'ee (usage.
implementationand funding fbr
advoeaev
el forts).andproposition
92, the Februaryballot measures
to lower studentf'ees.Workshops
on wnting resolutionswere held
by studentsthat were later voted
on by studentdelegates.
ARC students Richard GreyEagle, board
of justice member, and David
File Photo/ JoysenTreodowoy
Fisher, SA director of public relaSA President Lou Martinson, above, chairs one of many board meetings discussing comrnunity college issues.
tions, both wrote resolutionsthat
He also allegedly failed to help Student Services Pam Walker. brought together schools from passedat the forum.
with an SA-sponsored event. Vice President of Finance Bob Los Rios College District and
The semesterwrapped up with
These alleged accusationswere Allegre, Dean over SA and over 50 community colleges "American River Idol" that
among the statementsInter-Club StudentDevelopmentBruce Patt aroundCalifomia.
brought out studentsingerscomCouncil PresidentNancy Dziuba and SA Advisor Phil Sanders."
"Speaking loud, speaking peting for the title. The successof
poifitedout in a formal complaint The new center is home to SA as strong, speakingtogether,can you this event, according to Director
lettershefiled on Oct. 18.
well as the Inter-Club Council hear us now?" was the theme of of Activities Jacob Johnson,was
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Lessjawiil',

more readin'
will leadto
ARC success
o the end of the fall
semesterhas arrived.
While most studentsare
focusing on finals while trying to fit in the end of the
year festivities,this also tends
to be the time of the year
when people reflect on the
pastyear and make plans for
the future.
When reflecting on the past
two semesters,it seemslike
there was one common focus:
conflict. In the spring it was
the StudentAssociationand
their quest to boot out anyone
who appearedto slackingon
the job.-This semester,it
revolved around opposing
religious ideas.
""": ""J "", _' ,

"To increasestudent
participation in clubs
and organizations."

"To makeits own
night club."

-Allison McGrath
I nt er na tional Relations

-Nik Harkins
Theatre

"To fix the
bathrooms."
-Stephen Cothran
Architecture

"To finish all the
construction."
-Todd Bailey
Businrr.s.s

Faith & extremismdon't mix well
've had enoughsittingon the side|
lines watchingthesereligious
I
r "heavyweights"slug it out. It's time
for anotherperspective:i.e., a point of
view from the Judeo-Christo-IslamoAtheistic-Transcendental-Humani
stHindi-Chaotic-BuddhisrScientificHippie-Anarchists who just wants to
seeus all get along.
History is littered with stories of
atrocities, wars, love and compassion,
both religious and secular.People have
died for their beliefs, misguidedor

future think about the currentcrop of
extremistsproclaimingthe truth'/
This semester,with the finger point* rusnnw
ing and "truth" telling betweenthe
Enesse
Christianand Islamic factionson cam:f,alf
\r!.ilts
r
pus, a few questionsarise from this
sideline reporter.First, the Qur'an has
specific rules regarding wars, revenge
and fighting, who you can attack, and
ble. Just think about how many of us
to what degree.Does this make them a
benefit from modern medicine and
religion of war?
technology,while conveniently forgetAnd what about Christians?They
ting that many of the inventors of these
have no doctrine or rules regarding
cutting edgeideaswere prosecutedand
thescthinlrs.

As student's,h-orlgVei .
involved we are, we need to
rememberthat we are all here
for one thing: to get an education.
Don't get it twisted.We, as
journalisis, thrive on free
speechand First Amendment
rights. W9 support it. Without
it, we would be unableto do
our jobs.
But when studentsspend
more time making their point
heard instead of hitting the
books, then we have to question why.theyare evenhere.
Let's keep it real; unless
you plan on becominga professionalstudent,most students are going to move on
from here - hopefully
upward - in their questto
strive for somethingbetter in
their lives
So as we move forward
into the spring semester,we
needto embraceour differencesand focus on the corr:
mon goal Weall have: to get
a degreeand to move on.

0orifirotion
fn the Dec. 5. 2007. edition of lhe
Current, the articte "Christianssweep 5A
elections" states nine of 10 representatives
are members of the former Christian
Civitizationclub; howeVdr,the ctub claims
only two representativesare members. This
issuewilt be ctarified in a future edition. !

;rotl:sff1s1shave been killEd by believ;'',,
ers, justified or not. It seemsthat our
primal nature wins out over faith and
logic at every turn.
There is no doubt that the enduring
religions of the.world have contributed
greatly to our culture, languageand
societal norms. Yet within this world of
religious values exist someof the most
intensehypocrisy and bigotry imagina-

soiiietimeskilled for their blasphef,rous
ways.
During the Inquisition, Giordano
Bruno was burned at the stake for
endorsing and supporting Galileo's
notions of the Earth revolving around
the Sun. It is easyto look back at
events like this and seehow misguided
and self-serving those atrocities were.
The question now is, what will the

Lueb(' urrilBs,

tr,((-cpl trlal l] ls J[Ircuy

forbidden to take revenge- "If anyone
should strike you on the right cheek,
turn to him the other one also."
Matthew 5;-19.So if Christians are not
to fight, what is up with the Crusades,
the Inquisition, KKK, or the
Holocaust?Are the Christian followers
so bloodthirsty they will ignore their
See "RELIGION" on Page 4

Christiansshouldnot be bannedfrom holding office
letlerfotheEditor
In the last edition of The Current,
there were at least two articles pub.
lished attacking the inactive Christian
CivilizationClub.
Apparently, they intended to show
some kind of conspiracy on our
behalf, becausewe happenedto have
helped campaign for some Christian
studentsdue to a lack of representation on the council: nine candidates
got elected(only two of whom were
former membersof the CCC, contrary
to what was reported).
And this was.enough fbr them to
cry "so much for separationof church
and state."I didn't know Christians

were banned from holding a public
offrce; so even though America was
founded on Christianity, it is no longer
tolerated?Can anyone say religious
discrimination?
I guessthey don't reahzethe current
conceptof 'separation'is nowherein the
Declarationof Independence,Bill of
Rights, or Constitution.Rather,it's an
out-of-contextphraseusedto make public professionof religion illegal.
Although, as even an immigrant like me
from the former Soviet Union can attest.
that was what madethis country great.
Direct and indirect quotes combined
reveal that the majority of quotes of
the Founding Fathersare derived from

the Holy Bible. Alexis de Tocqueville,
a famous French statesman,historian,
and philosopher,wrote in Democracy
in America (1835), "In the United
Statesthe sovereign authority is religious, ... thereis no country in the
world where the Christian religion
retainsa greaterinfluence."
Sound like a theocracy?No, that's
just Americans being public about
their faith: much like the candidates
we supportedfor StudentRep.
It seemslike The Current is trying
to make Christians scapegoats,like the
Romans did for the ills burdening the
Empire.
-Yuriy Popko
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Thc Americun River Current is
published biweekly by the students of
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and 405 at American River College, in
Sacramento,Ca. Opinions expressedare
those of writer, not the paper or the
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GIVING: Gifts RELIGION:Can'twegetalong?
go to needykids

selvesup, invade other lands
or make inflammatory
own scripture?
remarks,it is simply a
Extremistsin theserelibetrayalof all that is good in
gionsdehumanizetheir counFrom Page 1
this world.
terpartsin an attemptto justiChina strictly prohibits
Oct. 31 to help fund the Giving Tree this year. The bake sale sold out, fy the brutality they wish to
and
regulatesthe worship of
lnd the money raised was used to buy four gifts for the Giving Tree.
commit.It is immenselyeasivarious
religions.Franceis in
This was the first year DSP&S collectively participatedin funding er to violate anotherwhen
the processof passinglaws
lilr the event.
you don't seethem as an
Anita Kuharski,visually impaired/blindauxiliary supportservices,
that would prohibit the wearequal.
srrysthe Giving Tree is "such a good program" and DSp&S will
ing of specificreligious garAll enduringreligions,and
"probably going to continueto do it."
ments.Northem Ireland has
most enduringphilosophies,
For the last month. a giving tree has been in the River Caf6 with
calrreodown recently,but it
rrumesof children rangingfrom the age of 0-14. At leastone parentof teachlove and compassion
still bearsthe scarsand distlrc child must be a srudentat ARC who participates
in CalWORKs, for all. It is up to the followtress
from decadesof reliI ) SP&S,o r EO P & S .
ers to decidehow to usethis
giousconflictand extremism.
Approximatelyl-50children.the maximumallowed,areparticipat- knowledge.or not. Justlike a
rrrgln this event.Onlv -10nameshavebeenchosenso the schoolasks
Islam and Christianitydo
superherofrom a child's
lo r t1 11; 19
hglp.
not
havea monopolyon
book. we must chooseto use
'l-heprocessis r,erv simple. Just take
a tag from the tree and on it
extremism,violence.iove or
r,,rllstatethe child'sname.age.sex,and interest.you thenpurchasea our powers and knowledge
compassion.
Scientists.
r rli and drop it ofi unwrappedAt the CampusLife Center.Gift cards for good or for evil. We can
Atheists.Jewsand more have
manipulate.exploit.demean
.. r'eullo w e d .
all had their momentsof
Nancy.an ARC studentof four yearsrvhoaskedthat her.iastname and dominate.Or we can
shameand glory. Without
r or bg 1l1ln1gd,
is c;neof the recipientsof the Giving Tree this year. accept,tolerate.empower.
'llris is the
doubt the most heinousand
first year shehas put her threeson'snamesin the box to and respect.The dangerlies
r t't 't 'ivcg i fts.
despicablemomentsof
in beingconvincedyou can
Nancysaysshehad the money savedfor Christmas.But when her
shameany religionor organido no harm and are purely
l;rrtll.rd createda "false" caseagainsther to evict her anclher family
good, becausethen thosewho zationcan haveis when it
l'rrrrrr
theirhomein only tw<ldaysand had her vehicletowedfor being
zealouslyattacksopposing
orr thc property aficr those days, the money she had saved for opposeyou must be purely
points-of-viewwithout
evil. And this leadsto
('hristrrrus
was sl)clttrrrovingand gettingher car out of the pound.
"l clrrr'ttcll you how gratefulthatthereis a resourcelike this,,'said extremismwith the intentof
respectfor their humanity.
converting,often with dire
Nrurcy,"hccauscwc would havenothingon Christmasmorning."
Somemay claim they are
,.I
Shet'ontirructl.
alicr wiping thc tearsfiom herey,5s.
When extremcompelledby their faith to
can'tbelieve consequences.
ll tt ' s rrl rp o llll rrr r lt eolt lcI t k r r r' lc v c n k rro w ."
ists and zealotsblow themreach out to others for the
From Page 2

purposeof enlighteningor
convertingthem. This claim
supposesthat your beliefs are
superior and that others
"need" to be helped into your
way of thinking. This is just
another attempt at rationalizing extremism.Of course
engagingin proper debate
and conversationshould
always be the preferred
methodof communication.
And if someoneor something
doesn'twant to engagewith
you or doesn'twant to hear
what vou have to say.then
listento their requesl,1s-spect
it and keep vour mouth shut.
Spiritualityand religion
can be a lovely and wondrous thing. Extremism
regardingany subjectcan be
dangerousto the point of
being deadly.Insteadof
damningthe differences,try
celebratingthe similarities.
Sharesomebread,have a
laugh, give a hug, a smile
and beforeyou know it we'll
all be seenas one race,as
one species,as one organism.
on one world, with one goal:
living.

